
ERCOT’s Non-Spinning Reserves program offers organizations seeking to earn money for 
using less electricity when the grid is stressed or prices are high a great balance between the 
market’s existing demand response programs–Emergency Response Service (ERS) and 
Load Resource (LR). 

With Non-Spinning Reserves, organizations have a 30-minute curtailment notification 
window just as they do with ERS-30. Unlike LR, however, there is no under-frequency relay 
(UFR) requirement, meaning there is no scenario in which the organization’s power can be 
shut off as is possible with the LR program. 

To top it all off, the Non-Spinning Reserves program pays as much as ERCOT’s lucrative LR 
program and about $40,000/MW year more than the ERS program. 

How much could your organization earn with Non-Spinning Reserves in ERCOT? Contact 
CPower today and let us help you find out.

Not only is the Non-Spinning Reserve Program helping keep the Texas grid 
resilient, but it is also helping the grid evolve to a more sustainable future. 

ERCOT has taken steps to ensure the tragic grid failure that took place in 
February 2021 never happens again. 

One of these proactive measures includes procuring 6,500 MW of 
non-spinning reserve generation in the day-ahead market and up to an 
additional 1,000 MW on days with high demand forecasted or uncertainty 
such as an estimated lack of wind or sun that, in turn, leads to wind and 
solar resources being unable to produce electricity.

Why has ERCOT introduced the Non-Spinning
Reserve Program for load resources?
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A demand-side program now offers Texas organizations
the best of ERCOT’s demand response programs.

ERCOT
Non-Spinning Reserves

What are Non-Spinning Reserves?
The non-spinning reserve is the extra capacity that 
is not currently connected to ERCOT’s system but 
can be brought online after a short delay. 

Non-Spin can be started or interrupted within 30 
minutes to help the grid operator replace a loss of 
generation capacity, address the risk of net load 
ramps, cover net load forecasting error, or address 
any other condition that leads to a limited amount 
of available capacity.

 

How much could your organization earn in ERCOT’s Non-Spinning Reserves Program?
Call us at 844-276-9371 or visit CPowerEnergy.com/contact to find out. 



The Non-Spinning Reserve program is available to commercial and industrial organizations in the ERCOT territory that meet the 
program’s parameters. The program is ideal for organizations who seek to earn about $40K more per MW/year for their 
demand response participation than they would in the ERS programs and who don’t mind the potential of being dispatched 
more often than they would in either ERS or LR. The Non-Spinning Reserves Program is also a good fit for organizations that 
enjoy the earnings LR provides but don’t want a UFR to be required for demand response participation.

Who can participate in ERCOT’s Non-Spinning Reserves program?

ERCOT’s Arsenal for
Grid Defense
Non-Spinning Reserves is the
first ERCOT demand response
program to be called in the event
the grid’s reliability is threatened.

By participating in ERCOT’s Non-Spinning Reserves program, your organization is helping the grid AND helping reduce 
proration–i.e., the dilution of earnings as more loads participate–across ERCOT’s other demand response programs. That means 
your organization is helping pave the way for MORE of your fellow Texas organizations to participate in demand response and 
earn premium revenue for helping the grid when it needs a boost from the demand-side.

Why is now a great time to participate in the Non-Spinning Reserves program?
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